Pirates’ Log, Winter- 2008, AD

When describing the members of the Key West Band, the term “Road Dogs” comes to mind.  Made up of touring veterans, we continue to put everyone to the test!  The year is only six weeks old and we’ve already traveled over 5,500 miles on land and another couple of thousand by sea.  Okay, the part at sea wasn’t too difficult, but that’s still a lot of road miles.  The RV continues to serve us well and the guys at the oil change shop can’t believe how often we’re in there, but keeping the truck in optimum shape is a priority.
We had a fantastic time playing for the Hokie Club at the Orange Bowl in Miami, the cruise was a dream vacation on a dream vessel and  Margaritaville, Key West was more fun than the law should allow.  The good news is that the 2009 cruise is already booked and Margaritaville wants us back.  It’s up to Coach Beamer and the Hokies to make another bowl game happen, but when they do, we hope to be there.
Speaking of the cruise, the one hundred seven of us on the Carnival Glory were in agreement that this was an incredible ship.  So much that it will be the ship for the 2009 cruise, but with a different itinerary.   The brochure isn’t posted on the web site, yet, but here are some details:  Departing Port Canaveral, FL as before.  Ports of call are Nassau, St. Thomas/St. John, and St. Martin/St. Maarten.  Nassau has proven to be a fun port for the past two cruises, St. Thomas is the one island that all cruisers want to visit and a side trip via ferry is available to St. John.  St. Martin/Maarten is a unique split between French and Dutch culture on one island.  There will be three days at sea to enjoy this wonderful ship and the band will play at two events reserved for the group only and featuring open bar and hors d’oeuvres.  Prices range from $718 and $768 per person for an inside cabin to $1,088 per person for a balcony stateroom.  Ocean view staterooms are also available at $788 pp and $838 pp.  The 2008 cruise sold out FAST.  University travel has booked one hundred cabins this year in an effort to accommodate everyone, but as always, cabins will be “first come, first served”.  A deposit of $250 pp will hold your reservation.  You may email either Sarah@UniversityTravel.com, Sara@UniversityTravel.com or call (540) 961-2700 X230 to reserve your cabin.  Departure is Saturday, Jan. 31, 2009 and motorcoach transportation will be available from the Roanoke, VA area.  Don’t miss this vacation opportunity!
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